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Independence the same thing? Such problems
teased Lord Acton, teased Lord Russell, and
teased Gladstone. But nothing ever teased the
real true-blue Manchester man. For him a preju-
dice was always a principle ; and so Bright was
able to support the North without a twinge*
Had Gladstone succeeded in forcing the
Cabinet into intervention on behalf of the
Southern States, it is difficult to see how he could
ever have become leader of the Radical Party.
As it was, he lost for the moment all his prestige
with it. He was fortunate in being saved from
disaster by his backward and reprobate old chief*
But as the likelihood of British intervention got
more and more remote, as everyone except Glad-
stone came round to the opinion that the North
would win, he was forgiven by his new friends.
After all, no eggs had been broken, and his services
remained as desirable as ever. Hence his " Con-
servative " attitude over the American Civil War
remains an isolated incident in his career, inter-
esting to the student of his character, but without
effect upon his fortunes. And, " strange to say,"
adds Gladstone in the memorandum already
quoted, "post hoc> though not propter hoc, the
United States have been that country in the
world in which the most signal marks of honour
have been paid me, and in which my name has
been the most popular, the only parallels being
Italy, Greece, and the Balkan Peninsula."
The 1859 administration drew towards its end,